Family and Peer-Group Substance Abuse as a Risk-Factor for Opioid Misuse Behaviors for a Young Adult with Cancer-Related Pain-A Case Study.
The purpose of this report is to illustrate the importance of assessing for family, peer, and personal substance abuse risk factors in the case of a young adult with cancer-related pain and behaviors potentially indicative of opioid misuse (OM). A thorough clinical interview and an OM screening measure revealed important information about the patient's family and social environment. Based on this information, the treatment team acted quickly to prevent additional aberrant opioid-associated behaviors (AOBs). Despite these efforts, additional AOBs occurred; however, the case highlights the importance of family and social environments for adolescents and young adults with cancer-related pain.